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the hearing foundation of canada
Over 30 years ago, a group of passionate and committed individuals recognized a need to establish a
national hearing health organization that focused on funding innovative medical research, educating the
public on hearing health and advocating on behalf of those who have hearing loss. As a result, The
Hearing Foundation of Canada (THFC) was incorporated as a charitable, not-for-proﬁt organization.
Since then we have made great strides in advancing the issue of hearing health in Canada by nurturing
the medical research community, delivering inventive programming to educate children about the
importance of hearing protection, and providing information and literature to individuals regarding hearing
loss screening and the dangers of exposure to excessive noise.
We believe that communication is the foundation of all human relationships and that hearing loss can have
a signiﬁcant impact on the quality of life of individuals by interfering with language development,
education, employment and personal safety.
THFC is a national organization that addresses hearing loss through medical research, public education,
and advocacy.
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a sound investment
letter from the chair of the board and executive director
This past ﬁscal year was a productive and
transitional year. We were able to build on
our gains from the prior year as we continued
pursuing our mandate. We have responded to the
need for greater public education on the issues of
noise-induced hearing loss, and have sustained
our support of advances in hearing research and
advocacy.

Medical Research

The complexities of hearing loss continue to be a
focus for our research support. In this ﬁscal year,
THFC supported projects such as:
• Hair Cell Regeneration
• Cortical Activity in Long-term Cochlear
Implant Users
• Auditory Training in Noise Among Adults
with Hearing Problems
• Pharmacogenomics of Cisplatin-Induced
Hearing Loss in Adults

Finance

We take pride in our ﬁnancial strength and
stability. By reducing our ﬁxed costs and
maximizing our revenue, we have reached a level
of ﬁnancial stability that we hope to sustain and
build upon in coming years. This enhancement
is due to the dedication of our small cadre of
staff, volunteers on our Board of Directors and
Advisory Committee, and the volunteers who help
us deliver our programs across the country.
Finally, we welcomed our new Executive
Director, Andrea Swinton, who brings a wealth of
knowledge and expertise.
We look forward to furthering our impact, as we
continue, with your help and support, to promote
and advocate for the hearing health of our
Canadians.

Programs
• The Sound Sense program was delivered to a

record 26,904 students in 685 schools
• 165,000 Baby’s Communication Checklists
distributed

Advocacy

Our advocacy efforts continued as we
collaborated with other concerned organizations
in the Hearing Health Initiative, which is focused
on noise-induced hearing loss in children and
hearing loss in seniors. These efforts include
meetings with provincial departments of
education and presentations to elected ofﬁcials at
the provincial and federal levels.

Chair of the Board of Directors

Executive Director
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mission
The Hearing Foundation of Canada is a national
nonproﬁt organization dedicated to eliminating
the devastating effects of hearing loss on
Canadians by promoting prevention, early
diagnosis, leading edge medical research and
successful intervention.

position
We believe that:
• Hearing loss can have a devastating impact
on communication, and in turn, can hinder
language development, education, employment
and personal safety
• Sharing information on how to prevent
hearing loss will help Canadians make informed
decisions about protection and treatment
• Medical research will lead to new or
improved diagnostic and intervention
techniques and treatments and eventually to
restoration or reversal of some forms of
hearing loss

mandate
We are committed to improving hearing health
among Canadians by fostering safe
listening habits and hearing loss detection,
from an early age, and supporting medical
research that improves diagnosis and
treatment.
We make a difference to Canadians by:
• Providing grants to enable Canadian
researchers to conduct clinical and biological
medical research in hearing-related ﬁelds
• Educating the public, particularly young
people, on how to detect and prevent hearing
loss
• Advocating awareness of hearing
protection and related issues to governments,
media and the public
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board of directors
Honourary Chair:
John C. Eaton, OOnt, KStJ, DCom
Chair:
John Pepperell, CFA
Vice-Chair:
Carol-Lynn Chambers
Treasurer:
Jason F. Gorel, CPA, CA, CFA, CPA (Illinois)
Deputy Treasurer:
James V. Louttit

Directors:
Peter Alberti, MBBS, PhD, FRCSC
Terry Bisset
Peter Grech
Mike Green
Jonathan Mackey
Donald Ross, LL.B
Stanley Tepner CPA, CA, MBA, CFP, TEP, CIM

advisory committee
Honourary Chair:
John C. Eaton, OOnt, KStJ, DCom
Secretary:
Kenneth R.M. Hennessy, LL.B
Members:
Robert Harrison, PhD, D. Sc.
Stanley H. Hartt, OC, QC
Frederic L.R. Jackman, CM, OOnt, PhD, LL.D
Nick Laperle
Amit Monga, PhD
Laurence C. Murray, FCPA, FCA
Julian M. Nedzelski, MD, FRCSC

Lynda Palazzi
Hon. John D. Reynolds, PC
Richard Rooney, CPA, CA
Richard Seewald, PhD
J. Angus Watt
Sheila Weatherill
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our programs
medical research
Since 2001, THFC has provided over $1.3 million to more than 50 research projects that investigate a
wide variety of topics in auditory sciences, including: tinnitus, improvements in screening hearing loss,
hearing restoration, advancements in children’s hearing aids and the role of genetics in age related
hearing loss, among various topics.
Hair Cell Regeneration Dr. Alain Dabdoub and Dr. Joanna Mulvaney at the Sunnybrook Research
Institute, in collaboration with other development neuroscientists, are working to ﬁnd a treatment for
hearing loss through inner ear hair cell regeneration, as well as new therapies to treat presbycusis, agerelated hearing loss. This project is a continuation of the research in hearing restoration that has taken
place at Sunnybrook for the last several years. It is hoped that eventually this research will unveil a
pathway that will lead to regeneration of hair cells in the inner ear, resulting in a cure for this type of
hearing loss.
Cortical Activity in Long-term Cochlear Implant Users Dr. Karen Gordon and her team at The
Hospital for Sick Children focus on the advantages and disadvantages of providing a cochlear
implant in one ear to the auditory system of young children, as opposed to implants in both ears. This
project is working towards examining how much residual hearing is needed in the un-implanted ear to
undo abnormalities and if bimodal hearing can be used to restore binaural hearing.
Auditory Training in Noise Among Adults with
Hearing Problems Drs. Benoit Jutras and JeanPierre Gagné at the University of Montreal are leading
this study to determine if adults who have trouble
hearing in noisy environments can be retrained to
listen successfully. This could lead to the development
of an innovative auditory training program among
individuals with hearing loss to improve their
comprehension in challenging communication
situations.
Pharmacogenomics of Cisplatin-Induced
Hearing Loss in Adults Many patients who receive
the life-saving chemotherapy drug cisplatin develop
hearing loss as a consequence. Why some patients
who receive this drug are affected and others are not
appears to be inﬂuenced by genetic differences. This
study, led by Dr. Liam Brunham at the University of
British Columbia, is investigating the genetic causes
of cisplatin-induced hearing loss in adults, in order to
minimize the risk for this adverse drug reaction and
prevent hearing loss in the future.

Dr. Alain Dabdoub
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sound sense/oui à l’ouïe program
Sound Sense/Oui à l’ouïe is a unique, bilingual, noise-induced
hearing loss prevention program. Provided at no cost to
elementary schools, Sound Sense uses a dynamic 50-minute
session to educate children in grades four to six about the
dangers of overexposure to noise and to encourage them to
“save their hearing for the music”.
Sound Sense engages children by appealing to their love of
music. Activities include an interactive facilitated discussion, an
innovative educational DVD, and hands-on sound meter
demonstrations. To solidify the message of hearing protection,
each child also receives take-home materials, including earplugs
and an information sheet for families.
Since the inception of Sound Sense in 2005, 300,000 children
have learned to practice safe listening.
Sound Sense wrapped up another successful school year, having
engaged over 26,904 students in 685 schools across Canada!

baby’s communication checklist
Baby’s Communication Checklist has become an important
source for Canadian parents, by increasing the awareness of the
impact of hearing loss on child development.
The bilingual Baby’s Communication Checklist details the
communication milestones of a child from birth to three years of
age, enabling Canadian parents to monitor their baby’s speech
and hearing development.
165,000 Baby’s Communication Checklists were distributed to
new parents across Canada this year.

advocacy
THFC continues to advocate for the prevention of noise-induced
hearing loss in children and youth. Exposure to loud noise
remains the most serious threat to the hearing health of children
across the country.
In our discussions with provincial and federal members of
parliament we emphasized the lack of signiﬁcant funding for
research in hearing health, as well as the lack of in-depth
studies on how hearing loss affects Canadians and the economy.
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donor spotlight

hear the world foundation
The Hear The World Foundation (HTW), based in Switzerland, was founded in 2006 by the Sonova Group,
as part of the hearing care solution’s corporate social responsibility program. The Foundation’s vision
is a world where hearing is cherished and protected, where everyone has equal opportunity for good
hearing, where the stigma of hearing loss is alleviated and where those who already experience reduced
hearing have the same opportunities as the fully-hearing. Sonova sees its social responsibility as the
provision of support to people in need who experience hearing loss, and is involved in disseminating
up-to-date information relating to hearing loss prevention. The Hear the World Foundation advocates for
equal opportunity and increased quality of life for people with hearing loss globally by providing ﬁnancial
resources, professional support as well as hearing aids.
Since 2009, HTW has donated $101,326 towards THFC’s Sound Sense program. They are particularly
drawn to projects which support children, including children with hearing loss, in order to allow them to
develop in keeping with their age group. As a program that educates children on noise-induced hearing
loss, Sound Sense is a natural ﬁt as a beneﬁciary of HTW funding.
Elena Torresani, Head of the Hear the World initiative at Sonova, had this to say about partnering with
THFC:
“We are proud to partner with The Hearing Foundation of Canada, as we ﬁnd their Sound Sense program
exemplary in so many ways. We highly value their work to reduce noise-induced hearing loss in current
and future generations and we believe that through our joint forces we can achieve a lot in this ﬁeld.”
We at The Hearing Foundation of Canada are honoured to have been chosen as a funding
recipient by such a world-wide leader in the ﬁeld of hearing loss. It is because of the ﬁnancial support of
the Hear The World Foundation and all of our donors that we can continue our mission to eliminate the
devastating effects of hearing loss on Canadians by promoting prevention, early diagnosis, leading edge
medical research and successful intervention.
To ﬁnd out more about the Hear the World Foundation visit www.hear-the-world.com and
become a fan at facebook.com/CanYouHearTheWorld.
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a note from board member terry bisset
I am proud to be part of the Hearing Foundation of Canada by serving on its Board of Directors and
occasionally working as a volunteer in their ofﬁces.
I have spent most of my working life as a change agent – working both in the Ontario Public
Service as well as a management consultant. It is easier to be a change agent than to recognize the
necessity for change in one’s own life – which should come as no surprise. It was my daughter who
ﬁrst recognized that my hearing loss was getting to be a problem. However, the memory of one of
my aunts sitting isolated in a family dinner due to her hearing loss was a vision that terriﬁed me and
made me delay taking action. Finally, realizing I could not always hear a colleague in a large meeting
or exactly what my granddaughter was explaining about the treasure she had found in my garden, I
knew it was time to get my hearing checked.
I was happy to discover with my ﬁrst hearing aid that while it was not the same as getting a pair of
eye glasses that immediately restored your vision to what it had been originally, I no longer had to
worry about being the isolated outsider at family parties or miss key points in an important meeting.
Since then I have moved from using one to now two hearing aids – a change that held surprises for
this ’change agent’.
Since joining the Board of Directors, I have learned so
much about the myriad issues related to the hearing loss
that I and so many others live with. It is a wonderful gift
to be able to work with people, both Board members and
staff of the organization who are so committed to make a
difference in the research, education and advocacy efforts
all leading to the prevention of hearing loss. Today I don’t
feel self-conscious when asking people in a crowded and
noisy restaurant to repeat what they have just said nor
do I hesitate to encourage people to have their hearing
checked even if they are much younger than my dear
aunt. As it has turned out, my hearing loss has resulted
in more gains than I ever could have contemplated ten
years ago when I somewhat fearfully opened the door to
the audiologist’s ofﬁce and inquired about a hearing test.
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thank you

your support makes our work possible.

$100,000+

Ontario Trillium Foundation
Richard Rooney
Sun Life Financial

$50,000 - $99,999

Penny & John Pepperell

$25,000 - $49,999

Crabtree Foundation
Oticon Foundation
United Way of Greater Toronto

$10,000 - $24,999

BMO Financial Group
Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation
Marianne V. Oundjian
Power Corporation of Canada
RBC Foundation
Scotiabank
Sifton Family Foundation
TELUS Edmonton Community Board
TELUS Montreal Community Board

$5,000 - $9,999

CIBC World Markets
Green Shield Canada
TELUS Victoria Community Board
The John C. and Sally Horsfall Eaton Foundation
The Lawson Foundation
The Winnipeg Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999

Peter Alberti
The Alice and Murray Maitland Foundation
Bridge Street United Church
CIBC Children’s Foundation
City of Cambridge
Frances Cowan
Industrial Alliance Insurance and Financial Services
Jackman Foundation
Jason Gorel & Cathy Paranczuk

Peter Grech
Mike Green
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lo
London Drugs Limited
James V. Louttit
Richard G. Lucas
Jonathan Mackey
The Malloch Foundation
PPG Canada
Quickie Community Foundation
Donald & Lois Ross
S. M. Blair Family Foundation
Arnold Shniffer
United Way Central and Northern Vancouver Island

$500-$999

John Allan
J. M. Astill
Marvin Baker
Vera M. Bettridge-Ashwell
Anne Bookbinder
Barbara Bowen
Maurice Corbett
Barbara Goldring
Bishop Eugene J. Cooney
Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company of
Canada
Highland Hearing Clinic Limited
Marion Holmes
Mrs. P. J. Holway
Audrey Kenny
Albert MacDonald
Joyce and Gary McMurray
Ronald Poelzer
Gary Weddel
Evelyn Wigham

Planned Giving

The Estate of Harry Thomas Hodgins
The Estate of John Brown Wilson
The Estate of Libuse Koldinsky

In-Kind Gifts

Howard Leight/Honeywell Safety Products

Donors are listed at levels that reﬂect their giving during ﬁscal year 2013-2014 (ended March 31st, 2014).
While every effort is made to ensure that the list of donors is complete and accurate, we apologize for any
errors or omissions.
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ﬁnancial overview
Statement of Financial Position

2014

2013

622,586
397,928
44,964
16,831

$ 551,196
333,775
21,012
11,184

$ 1,082,309

$ 917,167

Year ended March 31

Assets
Current assets
Cash
Short-term investments
Harmonized Sales Tax receivable
Prepaid expenses and other

Liabilities and Fund Balances
Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (Note 3)
Deferred contributions (Note 4)

$

$

37,652
320,000
357,652

418,455
397,928

225,740
333,775

816,383

559,515

$ 1,082,309

$ 917,167

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

2014

Year ended March 31

$

Expenditures
Salaries and beneﬁts
Program-contracted services
Professional services
Medical research grants
Communications
Premises
Printing
Equipment and supplies
Fundraising and other

Excess of revenue over expenditures

$

265,926

Fund balances
Unrestricted
ECHO Fund (Note 5)

Revenue
Donations (Note 6)
Bequests
Net investment gain

32,926
233,000

$

2013

980,101
61,817
2,336

$ 785,834
58,460
2,613

1,044,254

846,907

347,276
102,345
81,639
78,000
61,568
38,312
35,214
23,733
19,299

332,253
94,824
72,875
77,500
42,459
35,169
34,534
25,147
16,434

787,386

731,195

256,868

$ 115,712
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